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ambitions they would be backing the wrong horse.
The result of his activities was to unsettle commercial
opinion in England and to bring Germany and France
together in support of Russia's policy of preventing
any annexation of Chinese territory by Japan.

On November 3rd, the Japanese having entered
Manchuria and threatening Port Arthur, China made
a supplicatory appeal to the Powers, but was advised
to endeavour in the first instance to come to terms
directly with Japan. Complying with this advice
(which von Brandt had naturally anticipated), the
Detring mission was decided upon. In despatching it,
Li Hung-chang wrote a personal letter to Count Ito,
requesting him to favour Herr Detring with an inter-
view " that he may convey and make known my
sentiments/5 As the reader will have noted in the
case of the Li-Fournier Convention, Li's diplomacy
preferred indirect to direct methods of approach and
laid stress on the value of the human equation. But
in the present instance the chief object of the mission,
so hurriedly arranged, was to provide the Viceroy
(and behind him the Empress Dowager and peace
party) with time and means to weather the storm
which he knew would break out at Peking whenever
Port Arthur should fall. Having been named by
Imperial Decree as the medium of communication
between Herr Detring and the Throne, Li's own position
was likely to remain secure so long as the mission
lasted; without it, the loss of Port Arthur might have
brought about a sudden and fatal termination of his
career. The Detring mission was, before all else, a
device to avert that calamity.

The Japanese Press with one voice described the
mission as a premeditated insult* Herr Detring was